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October 27, 2000

Dear Potential Stakeholder for the Natural Events Action Plan:
We are delighted that so many of you were able to take time away from your busy schedules to attend
the Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP) - Stakeholder meeting held in Las Cruces on October 17,
2000. We were also very pleased with the input we received from you. I have enclosed a copy of
the slides from each of the presentations made at the morning session of the meeting. We have also
developed a draft outline of a general stakeholder agreement much like the one developed at the
October 17th meeting, should anyone like a copy.
For those of you already working on an agreement, please feel free to call us if you need assistance.
If you happen to be one of the potential stakeholders who were unable to attend the meeting we
would be glad to answer any questions you may have regarding this material. We will also be
contacting stakeholders individually, who are not already participating in the NEAP, about
stakeholder agreements. As always we would like to meet with any of you to discuss the
development of stakeholder agreements.
Please remember that we have to submit the Doña Ana County Natural Events Action Plan to EPARegion 6 by the end of this year for their approval. So, the sooner we can meet with those of you
we haven’t met with, the better. If you have any questions or need further information please feel free
to call us at 1-800-810-7227 and ask for Kim Kirby, Gail Cooke, or Steve Dubyk. Thank you for
your support and cooperation on the development of the Doña Ana County NEAP.
Sincerely,

Kimberly D. Kirby
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October 6, 2000

Dear Potential Stakeholder:
We are hosting two gatherings that you are invited to participate in that concern keeping dust
down and growth up in Doña Ana County.
1. We would like to invite you to come and browse an Open House:
October 11, 2000
Wednesday
Hatch
Community Center
837 W. Hall
4pm - 8pm

October 12, 2000
Thursday
Sunland Park
City Council Chambers
3800 McNutt Rd.
9am - 9pm

October 13 and 14, 2000
Friday 9am - 9pm
Saturday 8am - Noon
Mesilla Park Recreation Center
304 Bell Ave., Mesilla Park

2. Stakeholder Meeting (see attached schedule):
•
•
•

Presentations by: EPA Representatives, NM Air Quality Bureau, & various dust
control vendors.
Tuesday, Oct. 17, from 8am to 5pm
Mesilla Park Recreation Center, 304 Bell Ave.

We look forward to meeting with you and discussing what can be done to help. We hope that
you are able to attend, and if not, we would be delighted to meet with you at your earliest
convenience. If you have any question or need further information please call Kim Kirby at (505)
827-0048. I will be out of the office from October 11 to the 18th, so during that time please call
Steve Dubyk at (505) 827-2859.
Sincerely,

Kimberly Kirby
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September 6, 2000

Dear Interested Party:
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) is asking for your assistance with the Dona Ana
County Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP). This Plan is being required by the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to combat the increase in man-made dust that has caused exceedances in the
levels of particulate matter (windblown dust) since 1996. I have included for your information a factsheet
and brochure so that you may better understand the option of a NEAP.
The Federal Clean Air Act of 1970 established maximum standards for six major air pollutants, one of
which is particulate matter. These six pollutants are called “criteria” pollutants because the limits were
set using health-based criteria. Studies continue to show that breathing small dust particles irritates the
lungs and can trigger allergic reactions as well as asthma attacks. Please refer to the “Dust Storms and
Health” brochure included.
In the past, exceedances such as those observed in Doña Ana County would have resulted in an area
being designated non-attainment. With such a non-attainment status comes the stigma of being an unclean
and undesirable area to live. Moreover, the stigma would be coupled with burdensome and expensive
requirements, shouldered by both local and state governments, as well as local businesses.
The US EPA has requested that the NMED develop a plan (the NEAP) to reduce adverse health effects
from dust in this area. This means that if we do what we reasonably can to inform the public and protect
health, the EPA will not require mitigation techniques that may be unsuitable for New Mexico’s situation.
Furthermore, this approach gives more control, along with responsibility, to local government agencies.
The plan must include measures for reducing windblown dust from contributing man-made sources when
and where possible.
The NMED has historically viewed development of the NEAP by both state and local affected entities as
the key to a successful submittal of this document. The NMED has been working with local
governmental entities in an effort to complete and submit the NEAP by the end of this year. The City of
Las Cruces has taken an active role in developing regulation that will limit the amount of dust within the
city limits. Dona Ana County is also being asked to regulated industries or activities that generate
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particulate matter. The NMED, in its' quest to help develop a NEAP for the County, is now asking those
stakeholders not under City or County jurisdiction to voluntarily take steps to control PM10 from
property and facilities that they control.
If an adequate NEAP is not developed for Dona Ana County by December 2000, the US EPA will
designate this area as "non-attainment" for PM10. This will trigger a number of onerous federal
requirements and generally have a negative impact on the ability of Las Cruces and Dona Ana County to
develop economically and regulate their own resources. These requirements may restrict the influx of
new businesses into the area, area construction and development, and may affect road and highway
construction and maintenance.
If you would like to receive more information or be actively involved in the NEAP development, please
contact Kim Kirby or Gail Cooke at 1-800-810-7227. We look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Sandra Ely
Bureau Chief
Air Quality Bureau

Enc.: Dust Strom and Health Brochure
Particulate Air Pollution Factsheet
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September 1, 2000

Dear Political Official:
I feel it is important to inform you that Doña Ana County is currently faced with a situation that
could be detrimental to economic growth, tourism, and public health. The situation is caused by
windblown dust generated during high winds from man-made sources. Local government staffs
from Doña Ana County and the City of Las Cruces, assisted by the state’s Environment
Department, have been working on this windblown dust issue for the last few years. However,
additional support is now needed.
I have included a briefing package so that you may be fully informed on this serious and
immediate economic and environmental issue. In short, due to high readings of particulate matter
(PM10, otherwise know as airborne dust) in Doña Ana County’s air, US EPA has informed us
that we have only two options regarding the air quality status for this area:
§

Non-attainment status for particulate matter (dust). Becoming a non-attainment area can
be detrimental to economic development, requiring more stringent controls for existing
industry and new businesses. Furthermore, non-attainment status bears with it a stigma of
an area being dirty and polluted, which could affect tourism and retirement community
growth. It also means more complex air quality permitting requirements for new and
expanding businesses, as well as more burdensome requirements for city, county and state
road development and maintenance.

§

Attainment status, with an adequate Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP) in place by the
end of this year. The attached briefing package contains information regarding what must
be accomplished within the next few months in order for the area to have an adequate
NEAP (refer to page 5).
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I’m asking for your full support of Doña Ana County’s local governments in doing what is needed
to prevent the area from being designated non-attainment by the US EPA. Your support is
crucial to the success of this project.
Should you require further information on this issue, my staff and I would be delighted to provide
you with further information or a presentation. Please call Jim Najima, Environmental Protection
Division Director at (505) 827-2932. I thank you for your time and consideration on this matter,
and look forward to your support.
Sincerely,

Peter Maggiore
Cabinet Secretary
New Mexico Environment Department
Enc.: Briefing Package
Dust Storms and Health brochure
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September 5, 2000

Dear Stakeholder:
The New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) has identified you as a potential stakeholder that
may have a vested interest in developing and implementing the Natural Events Action Plan (NEAP) for
Doña Ana County. We are seeking your assistance for this process. This Plan is being required by the
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to combat the increase in man-made dust that has caused
exceedances in the levels of particulate matter (windblown dust) since 1996. I have included a briefing
package so that you may be fully informed on this serious and immediate economic and environmental
issue.
The NMED has historically viewed development of the NEAP by both state and local affected entities as
the key to a successful submittal of this document. The NMED has been working with local
governmental entities in an effort to complete and submit the NEAP by the end of this year. The City of
Las Cruces has taken an active role in developing regulation that will limit the amount of dust within the
city limits. Doña Ana County is also being asked to regulated industries or activities that generate
particulate matter. The NMED, in its' quest to help develop a NEAP for the County, is now asking those
stakeholders not under City or County jurisdiction to voluntarily take steps to control PM10 from
property and facilities that they control.
The sources of windblown dust in this area include unpaved roads and parking lots, construction sites,
unpaved industrial and storage areas, laydown yards, bladed undeveloped area, and shoulders of paved
roads. The NMED has identified several stakeholders within Doña Ana County who can make a
significant contribution in reducing windblown dust. The NMED is requesting that stakeholders help
develop a list of Best Available Control Measures (BACMs) for dust controls at these sites, which can
include:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Revegetating bladed undeveloped areas.
Landscaping, including the use of low-water use vegetation.
Covering areas with geotextiles.
Using of chemical dust suppressants on unpaved high traffic areas.
Using organic stabilizers and mulches on cleared undeveloped areas.
Staging site construction to reduce dust from bladed areas.
Planning construction or other land-use projects to include dust control and suppression.
Conducting educational programs to show citizens of the community what they can do to reduce
windblown dust from their properties.

The NMED feels that Doña Ana County stakeholders have much to offer by developing BACMs for
their sites, since site conditions are variable throughout the County, and vary according to land use.
Therefore, we request that stakeholders identify the areas and the methods that they are willing to
include for the development of a satisfactory and successful NEAP.
I look forward to working with you on this important issue of controlling man-made sources of dust in
Doña Ana County. If you require additional information about this program and BACMs, please call
Kimberly Kirby at the New Mexico Air Quality Bureau at 1-800-810-7227, or (505) 827-0048.
Sincerely,

Jim Najima
Division Director
Environmental Protection Division
New Mexico Environment Department

Enc.: Briefing Package
Dust Storms and Health brochure
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Contact: Kim Kirby, Env. Sci., Air Quality Bureau
Phone: (505) 827-0048
Contact: Cathy Tyson, PIO, NMED
Phone: (505) 827-2855

STATE ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT HEALTH ADVISORY
DOÑA ANA COUNTY DUST AND AIR QUALITY
(Santa Fe, NM) – The New Mexico Environment Department’s (NMED) Air Quality Bureau along
with the City of Las Cruces and Doña Ana County would like to alert all citizens of Doña Ana County
of the risks associated with dust storms.

A combination of weather conditions, features of the natural environment, and human activity can
cause dust storms. High winds can raise large amounts of dust from areas of dry, loose, exposed soil.
In the Doña Ana County area, high winds are most common during January through April.

Dust storms can cause a number of serious health problems and can make some health problems
worse. It can irritate the lungs and trigger allergic reactions, as well as asthma attacks. For people who
already suffer from these conditions dust can cause serious breathing problems. Dust can also cause
coughing, wheezing and runny noses. Breathing large amounts of dust for prolonged periods can result
in chronic breathing and lung problems.

Breathing too much dust can potentially harm anyone. However, the following groups run the highest
risk of potentially being adversely affected by a dust storm.
•

Infants, children, and teens

•

Elderly
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•

Peoples with asthma, bronchitis, emphysema, or other respiratory conditions

•

People with heart disease

•

Pregnant women

•

Healthy adults working or exercising vigorously outdoors

There are several different ways to protect yourself from a dust storm. The best precaution is simply to
avoid going outside during severe dust storms. If you must go outside, spend as little time outside as
possible and avoid hard exercise. Wearing some type of covering over your nose and mouth can
provide some protection from large particles.

For more information on the risks associated with dust storms please see the NMED’s website at www.
nmenv.state.nm.us, click on “ Air Quality Bureau” or contact Helly Diaz-Marcano at (505)524-6300.

A IR Q U A L I T Y
B UREAU
Our Mission: To protect the inhabitants
and natural beauty of New Mexico by
preventing the deterioration of air quality

New Mexico
Environment Dept.
Harold Runnels Building
1190 St. Francis Dr.
P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, NM 87502-6110
Phone: 1-800-810-7227
Fax: 505-827-0045
Email: kimberly_kirby@nmenv.state.nm.

OPEN HOUSES

Keeping Dust Down and
Growth Up in Doña Ana
County

(Natural Events Action Plan)
The State Air Quality Bureau and local governments
and stakeholders are developing a plan for reducing
dust, sustaining growth and improving health in
Doña Ana Co. The open houses are designed to
provide you with information and solicit your comments. We are very interested in your thoughts,
ideas, comments, and concerns. We look forward to visiting with you. So, join us at:
Sunland Park City Council Chambers
3800 McNutt Rd, Sunland Park
November 8th, 9 am to 7 pm
OR
Mesilla Valley Recreation Center
304 W. Bell Ave., Mesilla Park
November 13th, 1 pm to 7 pm
November 14th, 8 am to 6 pm

OPEN HOUSE

Keeping Dust Down and Growth
Up in Doña Ana County
New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau

The State Air Quality Bureau and local governments and stakeholders, are developing a plan for reducing dust, sustaining growth and improving health in Doña Ana County. We encourage your participation at this open house to develop Doña Ana County’s Natural Events Action Plan. The open
house is designed to provide you with information and encourage your input. We are very interested in your thoughts, ideas, comments, and concerns. We look forward to visiting
with you.
This open house will also include a separate section with information about Camino Real Landfill’s operating permit and collection and control systems.
Join us at: Sunland Park City Council Chambers
3800 McNutt Rd., Sunland Park
November 8, 2000
9 am to 7 pm
New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau
1190 St. Francis Dr.
P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, NM 87502-6110

Phone: 1-800-810-7227
Fax: 505-827-0045

Our Mission: To protect the
inhabitants and natural beauty of
New Mexico by preventing the
deterioration of air quality

OPEN HOUSE

Keeping Dust Down and Growth
Up in Doña Ana County
New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau

The State Air Quality Bureau and local governments and stakeholders, are developing a plan for
reducing dust, sustaining growth and improving health in Doña Ana County. We encourage your
participation at this open house to develop Doña Ana County’s Natural Events Action Plan. The
open house is designed to provide you with information and encourage your input. We are
very interested in your thoughts, ideas, comments, and concerns. We look forward
to visiting with you.
Join us at:

Mesilla Valley Recreation Center
304 W. Bell Ave., Mesilla Park
November 13, 1 pm to 7 pm
November 14, 8 am to 6 pm

New Mexico Environment Department
Air Quality Bureau
1190 St. Francis Dr.
P.O. Box 26110
Santa Fe, NM 87502-6110

Phone: 1-800-810-7227
Fax: 505-827-0045
Email:
kimberly_kirby@nmenv.state.nm.us

Our Mission: To protect the
inhabitants and natural beauty of
New Mexico by preventing the
deterioration of air quality

